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CHARACTERS: 
Marc Antony - a Roman general and friend of Julius Caesar 
Brutus - a politician and “friend” of Julius Caesar 
 
SETTING:  
In 45 B.C. Antony and Brutus meet to walk together to a meeting at the Forum. 
 
Antony - Good Morning, Brutus! Lovely day; isn’t it.   
 
Brutus - It is indeed, Antony. I’m pleased we decided to walk together today.  
 
Antony - I, too. As a matter of fact, I wanted to use this opportunity to speak 
with you alone. I have heard some rumors which greatly concern me. 
 
Brutus - What it is my friend? 
 
Antony - I have heard that many senators are angry with our friend, Caesar, and 
that some may be plotting to overthrow him. This truly upsets me! Do these men 
not recognize everything the great Caesar has done for Rome? 
 
Brutus - I am quite sure they know his victories, my friend. But all of Caesar’s 
battles have also put the republic at risk. 
 
Antony - You are a military commander! How can you of all people not support 
him? He is a man of honor from one of the most respected families in Rome! He 
has shown only love for his country his whole life. Didn’t he conquer the Gauls to 
the north so we could live without fear of invasion from those barbarians? Didn’t 
he gain control of Egypt and strengthen Rome’s position in North Africa? He is a 
superb general and a dedicated statesman. You know that! 
 
Brutus - Yes, Antony, I know of all that. Is he strong? He is. Is he smart? 
Certainly. Is he ambitious? Absolutely! In fact, he’s the most ambitious man I 
know, and this is the point that most worries me. I cannot support a man who 
seeks such power and glory for himself, as does Julius Caesar. 
 
Antony - You are an honorable man, Brutus, and should know better. Rome will 
rise to great heights because of men like Caesar. And I beg to differ with you 
about his goals. We have three times in the past offered him the crown, and each 
time he has refused it. Are these the actions of a man who is too ambitious and 
puts himself and his own status above all else? I do not think so. 
 
Brutus - You are so blinded by friendship that you refuse to see Caesar for what 
he really is! He has, of course, achieved great victories and expanded Rome’s 
holdings in Europe and elsewhere. He has much to bring him renown, but his 
goal in all things is to elevate his position and establish his rule over Rome and 
her lands for life. 
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Antony - Brutus, you are wrong. I do see Caesar for what he is! He quieted 
rebellions in the territories by offering the people citizenship. He resettled many 
landless, offering them plots outside the cities and in the territories. He built 
roads and reduced debt. He brought home slaves and brought wealth to us all. 
For that you loved him; yet now you fear him? What a fickle man you are, Brutus! 
 
Brutus - I am not fickle. It is merely that my deepest love is for Rome, not a man 
named Julius Caesar. This man has been dictator for ten years now, a position 
which should be held only in emergencies. Yet he shows no sign of giving up 
power. He refused to take the crown and be made King, because he already is as 
good as King! He controls everything in Rome, so whatever his title, he is a threat 
to her Republic and her citizens. Power in our government is to be shared among 
consuls and senators. Yet now, it is held only by Caesar.   
 
Antony - So the rumors I have heard are true. The senators are plotting 
something?   
 
Brutus – Can you not blame them if they are? They have lost their power to this 
greedy “man of the people.” What do you think they should do? 
 
Antony - I think they should look at the successes of the man and the reforms, 
peace, and prosperity he has brought to Rome. Brutus, I am most disappointed in 
you. You think you are a patriot of Rome, but you are really little more than a 
petty and jealous fool who is turning his back on an old friend. I shall walk the 
rest of the way to the Forum on my own. Good day. (Antony walks quickly 
away.) 
 
Brutus - (Calling after him) Antony, you are too naïve! You shall soon awake to 
see Caesar as the rest of us do. Hopefully, it will not be too late for the Republic! 
 
EPILOGUE: 
   In 44 B.C. a group of sixty senators organized a plot to assassinate Caesar. His 
former friend Brutus, was one of the leaders of the plot. Caesar was assassinated 
on March 15, B.C., the Ides of March, as he entered the Senate for a meeting.  A 
group of men, including Brutus, surrounded Caesar and stabbed him to death. 
    Antony gave the oration at Caesar’s funeral. It is not known what was said 
(although William Shakespeare wrote his own version in his play on the subject), 
but apparently his words angered the public and turned opinion against Brutus 
and his co-conspirators. 
   Brutus then escaped to the island of Cyprus, where he built an army with the 
idea of defeating Caesar’s heir and re-establishing the republic. However, in a 
naval battle in 42 B.C., his armies were defeated and Brutus committed suicide.  
The Roman Republic ended soon thereafter.  
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